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STC’s Waiting for Godot invited to London 
  
Sydney Theatre Company's “thrilling, incredibly special production” (Sunday 
Telegraph) of Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot featuring Luke Mullins, Philip 
Quast, Richard Roxburgh and Hugo Weaving, directed by STC Artistic Director 
Andrew Upton, will tour to London’s Barbican as part of the International Beckett 
Season in 2015.  
 
STC’s production, which had a paid attendance of nearly 35,000 people in Sydney 
at the end of 2013, will be performed at the Barbican Theatre from 4 to 13 June 
2015. The engagement is STC’s second invitation to the Barbican following the 
success of Gross und Klein (Big and Small) in 2012. 
 
The Australian’s critic John McCallum said of STC’s show: “I've seen many 
productions of this great play, including one directed by Beckett himself, but this is 
the best”.  Jo Litson for the Sunday Telegraph wrote “It really does seem to 
encompass the whole of life. Unforgettable.”  Jason Blake in the Sydney Morning 
Herald declared that “everything conspires to make Vladimir and Estragon's 
existential plight feel touchingly real”, while Diana Simmonds for StageNoise.com 
pronounced it “a superb realisation”.   
 
The director and two of the actors will be particularly steeped in Beckett next year. 
Hugo Weaving is playing the lead role in STC’s Endgame, a later work by the 
master playwright, also directed by Andrew Upton, from 31 March to 9 May. Luke 
Mullins performs in a separate production of that play for Melbourne Theatre 
Company, also opening in March. 
 
Waiting near a tree, Estragon (Roxburgh) and Vladimir (Weaving) struggle to make 
sense of a peculiar predicament. They are waiting, full of hope, for a man named 
Godot - though what exactly they are hoping this encounter might bring remains 
unclear. Joking, bickering and musing on the profound, their shared test of 
endurance is interrupted by the overbearing Pozzo (Quast) and the hapless Lucky 
(Mullins) in Beckett’s poetic portrait of humanity’s talent for resilience. 
 
Andrew Upton’s Godot collaborators are Anna Lengyel (Associate Director), Zsolt 
Khell (Set Designer), Alice Babidge (Costume Designer), Nick Schlieper (Lighting 
Designer) and Max Lyandvert (Sound Designer). 
 
STC has grown its international touring profile in recent years, alongside its year-
round roster of productions in Sydney and on tour in Australia. The announcement 
comes hot on the heels of a highly successful tour of The Maids to New York where 
that show was seen by nearly 33,000 people. The Company has also presented 
Gross und Klein (Big and Small) in the UK, France, Austria and Germany. A 
History of Everything, commissioned by STC as a co-production with Belgian 
company Onteroend Goed, also had seasons in Chicago and in Belgium, the 
Netherlands and the UK. Long Day's Journey into Night played in Portland, and A 
Streetcar Named Desire toured to Washington and New York. 
 
Also on the bill with Sydney Theatre Company for the Barbican’s International 
Beckett Season are major international artists and companies including Robert 
Wilson, Olwen Fouéré and Pan Pan Theatre. 
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For information: Tim McKeough (+61 (2) 9250 1703 tmckeough@sydneytheatre.com.au) or 
Georgia McKay (+61 (2) 9250 1705 gmckay@sydneytheatre.com.au) 
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