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5 March 2021

The NSW Minister for Health Brad Hazzard has granted Sydney Theatre Company an
exemption to return to 100 per cent capacity at its Walsh Bay venues - almost exactly
one year after the industry was shut down due to COVID-19. The company is thrilled
to be the first live performance venue in the state to be once again performing to full
houses. The exemption comes into effect in time for the current season of Playing
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Beatie Bow, now running at the company’s newly renovated home at The Wharf, and
upcoming seasons of Appropriate and Fun Home will open at full capacity in March
and April.

The exemption has been granted in response to the company’s exemplary COVID-safe
policies and procedures that have been in place since it returned to the stage in
September 2020 with its production of Wonnangatta.

STC's Executive Director Patrick McIntyre said: "This is big news for us and we are
extremely grateful to Minister Hazzard and the NSW Government for the trust they
have placed in the company. Sydney is more or less the theatre capital of the world
right now and we are incredibly heartened by the strong demand we are seeing from
audiences. The ability to sell to full capacity is a crucial next step for us on the road to
recovery.”

Artistic Director Kip Williams, whose show Playing Beatie Bow - an adaptation by Kate
Mulvany of the classic Ruth Park novel - opened to glowing reviews last week, said
the news about increased audience capacity could not have come at a better time.

"People have not only been away from our Wharf theatres for 2.5 years, but some
people have been away from theatre all together for a year, so there’s a double
welcome home in this show,” Williams said. “We're thrilled to be able to say we're one
of the few theatres in the country, let alone the world, who have bounced back and
returned to 100 per cent capacity within the year."

STC cancelled all productions in mid-March 2020 as the coronavirus situation
escalated and remained closed for six months. The company has come back strongly
since September, buoyed by strong demand from ticket buyers.

The company slowly returned to the stage in September with a socially-distanced
season of Angus Cerini’s Wonnangatta starring Hugo Weaving and Wayne Blair. In
November, both Rules for Living at the Drama Theatre and the critically acclaimed
production of The Picture of Dorian Gray at the Roslyn Packer Theatre opened at fifty
capacity and later increased to seventy-five percent. Due to overwhelming demand,
The Picture of Dorian Gray had its season extended twice and both times it sold out.
The farewell season of The Wharf Revue: Good Night and Good Luck started touring
throughout NSW in November before opening to seventy-five percent capacity at the
Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House in February.

Playing Beatie Bow is the fifth production STC has opened since the closure period.

New seats on sale

Additional tickets for Playing Beatie Bow, Appropriate and Fun Home will go on sale
from Tuesday 9 March. While houses will be sold to full capacity, STC will continue to
take enhanced health and safety precautions in venues including hand sanitiser
stations in foyers and mandatory mask-wearing while watching a performance. Ticket



holders will be reminded of COVID related policies and procedures prior to attending
each performance.

Thirties program relaunches

In time for the new release of tickets, STC has also announced it will relaunch its
‘Thirties’ program that offers an allocation of tickets at just $30 across all
performances. Launched in 2013, the program has enabled thousands of theatre
goers to experience the magic of live theatre at an accessible price, allowing many to
come to the theatre for the first time. Every Thursday at 9am, an allocation of $30
tickets will be released for the following week’s performances. The first ‘Thirties' offer
for Playing Beatie Bow will go on sale from Thursday 11 March for the following
week’s performances. Check the STC website here for more details.

Ends

Media Enquiries:

Helene Fox, PR Manager (02) 9250 1705 hfox@sydneytheatre.com.au

Emily Ritchie, Publicist (02) 9250 1703 eritchie@sydneytheatre.com.au

Notes to Editors 
- This exemption currently only applies to STC-operated venues - The Wharf
theatres and the Roslyn Packer Theatre. At this stage our seasons of Home, I'm
Darling and The Wharf Revue: Good Night and Good Luck at the Sydney Opera
House's Drama Theatre (as well as The Wharf Revue's transferred season at the
Seymour Centre) are still subject to the 75 per cent audience capacity restriction 

- Kate Mulvany’s adaptation of Ruth Park’s classic Sydney novel, Playing Beatie
Bow, directed by STC Artistic Director, Kip Williams opened to critical acclaim in late
February. This beloved Australian story is set in The Rocks, which surrounds the
company’s harbourside home. Wharf 1 Theatre, 22 Feb - 1 May. More info here. 

- Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ Appropriate is a dark comedy that looks at the US South’s
buried history through the wildly entertaining story of one dysfunctional family.
Directed by Wesley Enoch and starring a formidable cast including Sam Worthington
(Avatar, Somersault), Lucy Bell (Griffin Theatre Company’s Splinter, Foxtel’s Fighting
Season) and Mandy McElhinney (Mosquitoes, Channel 9's Love Child). At the Roslyn
Packer Theatre, 15 Mar - 10 Apr. More info here. 

- After smash-hit seasons on Broadway and in London, the multiple Tony Award-
winning musical Fun Home comes to Sydney in a soaring, brand-new production.
Starring Australian musical theatre legend Marina Prior, Fun Home is a heartfelt story
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about coming out and coming of age based on Alison Bechdel’s pivotal graphic novel.
At the Roslyn Packer Theatre from 27 Apr - 29 May. More info here.
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STC acknowledges the Gadigal and Bidjigal people of the Eora nation who are the traditional custodians of the
land on which the company gathers. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging, and we extend
that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples with whom we work and with whom we share

stories.
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