
 

 

 

 

Friday 19 February 2016 

 

New Chairman and Deputy Chair for STC  
  

Sydney Theatre Company (STC) today announced that Ian Narev, the 

Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Commonwealth Bank 

Group, succeeds David Gonski as Chairman of the STC Board of Directors, with 

Ann Johnson as his Deputy. 

 

Ian Narev said: "STC’s art provokes and inspires audiences, contributes to 

important social debate, and develops great Australian talent. It shows why a 

vibrant performing arts community is such an important foundation of a 

healthy society. It is a privilege to become Chair following the exceptional 

contribution of David Gonski, who leaves a distinctive positive legacy at yet 

another Australian institution. I look forward to working closely with our new 

Artistic Director Jonathan Church, Executive Director Patrick McIntyre and his 

team, Deputy Chair Ann Johnson and the STC board, and STC’s community of 

personal, business and government partners, as we all support great art and 

artists and build on STC’s success.” 

 

David Gonski steps down as Chairman after completing two three-year terms. 

In addition to sustained artistic successes both in Australia and overseas, 

important developments at STC during his time have included: the 

appointment of Andrew Upton as Artistic Director (after he had originally 

shared the post with Cate Blanchett) and more recently the recruitment of 

Jonathan Church as his successor; the securing of long-term leases for STC’s 

Walsh Bay premises (The Wharf and Roslyn Packer Theatre); the expansion of 

STC’s education program to include an innovative in-schools program; 

significant growth in philanthropy including the largest single gift to an 

Australian performing arts company; and the introduction of Suncorp Twenties 

making tickets accessible for just $20 to every performance of all STC shows. 

 

Amongst Ian Narev’s immediate duties as Chairman will be overseeing 

planning for major capital projects associated with the renewal of STC’s home 

base, The Wharf, while supporting new Artistic Director Jonathan Church as he 

plans his first season to be announced in September 2016. 

   

The STC board is comprised of the Hon. Bruce Baird AM, Jonathan Biggins, 

Jonathan Church, Toni Cody, John Connolly, Ann Johnson, Mark Lazberger, 

Patrick McIntyre, Justin Miller, Ian Narev, Gretel Packer, Daniel Petre AO and 

Peter Young AM. 

   

For media: Tim McKeough on 0404 040 253 or tmckeough@sydneytheatre.com.au 
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Ian Narev and Ann Johnson 

 

Ian Narev has been a STC Board member since 2014. He is Managing Director 

and Chief Executive Officer of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. He is also 

a director of the Business Council of Australia, and involved in not-for-profit 

organisations in the areas of education and healthcare. 

 
Ann Johnson joined the STC Board in 2013, has been a trustee of the STC 

Foundation since 2008 and Foundation Chair since 2013.  She is a Director of 

W & A Johnson Family Foundation, supporting a range of programs and 

organisations connected with the environment, Indigenous education, social 

disadvantage and the arts. Vice President of Philanthropy Australia the peak 

body for philanthropic giving in Australia. She has a background in law and has 

worked for legal firms in Sydney and Tokyo.   

 

 

 


